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H E loud Complaints of the. 
People in general for want of 
Trade; the great fall of the pub- We 
lic Stocks, thro' the appearance ofa War. 
to the ruin of ſome hundreds of Fami- 5 
lies, and the univerſal Poverty, which the 
Nation ſeems to labour under, through 
a vaſt Debt of ſeveral Millions, renders ' * 
it entirely neceſſary for every thinking 
Man to conſider with himſelf, whether 
we are at preſent in a proper Conditi- 
on to open a new ſcene of War in Z- 
rope, with any probability of Succeſs z * 
wherefore, as an old Whig and a ſincere _ 
Friend to my King and Country; I hum 
bly preſume, in the following Lincs, to 
2 2 —_— 
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ſend” you my hoe" Thoughts touching T 
the preſent ſituation of Affairs; in con- 
fidence, that as you are a Whig in Prin- 
ciple, and not in Name only, you Will 
duly weigh the conſequences of Things 6 
in ſuch a manner, as not unadviſedly to 
give your Vote for a War in the enſu- 
| Fs Seſſion of Parliament, if this evil 
may be avoided with any proſpect of 
Safety to your Country. 
In this Letter I propoſe, Sir, to 
ſhew, and (I hope) to do it' beyond 
Contradiction, that nothing can be a 
greater Diſſervice to his Majeſty's Intereſt, 
more fatal to his Miniſtry, or more de- 
F ſtructive to his People, than to engage 
He them in a new War, if there be but a 
1 bare poſſibility of preventing it, let the 
Pretences be what they will. A new 
Fire ſeems to be now kindling in Eu- 
| rope, Which in all likelihood will bear 
| out far and wide, and without doubt, 
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8 many Princes will warm their Hands at 
4 it, whilſt their poor Subjects will be 
i burnt to Death. But, I hope, we ſhall 
. have Wit enough to keep out of its reach, 
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and; e be ſcorch'd- with its Flames; 
but like ſome of our wiſer Neighbours, 


ſhall lie till, and know how to make 


our Markets of the Follies and Misfor- 
tunes of others. We have been Heroes. 


long cnough for Glory and Reputation, 


and have paid the price of our Gallan-- 
try. and Credulity. We are now got 
near ſixty Millions in Debt, and have 
nothing for it but Gibraltar and Port- 
Mahon; and it is ſaid, that ſome of our 


Allies have had the Preſumption to ex- 
pect, that we ſhould part with thoſe two 


important Places of Strength, either to 
the King of Spain, or to ſome other 
of our Rivals in Trade; and I am ſure, 


if they ſhou'd be loſt, or given away, 
we have nothing left wherewith to com- 
penſate any Power which we ſhall yan- 
quiſh hereafter. . 

Tis to be hoped, that no Man? will 
ever attempt to make any Propoſiti- 
on to us for entering into a new War; 


nor can I gueſs at any one Argument 


for it, but what (I hope) will be called 


Treaſon to his Sovereign and his Coun- 
FB ” 
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| try. Old thread · bare Reaſons will hold 
no longer; for People will not always 
like Children deceive themſelves, nor 


be deceivd by others. We ſhall not 


bear being told again, That England 


need but ſeud a Meſſage, or 4 Bucket full 
of Water, and the Fire will be ſoon ex- 


 #inguiſbed. That Argument has already 


coſt us the Terror and Expence of pro- 
viding againſt two Invaſions, or intend-. 

ed Inyaſions; has loſt or ſpoiled ſeveral 
great Fleets, deſtroy'd numbers of our 
Merchant Ships , encreas'd our Natio- 
nal Debts many Millions, and (perhaps) 
brought upon us that noble Project of 
paying them off, which has ruin'd ſo ma- 
ny Families, and has created a general 
want of Trade, and J doubt, that gene- 
ral Diſaffection which is ſo often com- 
plain'd of, and all the Reward we have 
met with, has been a ſtruggle to keep what 
we were in Poſſeſſion of before, what 

was yielded to us by Treaties, and what 


there was no pretence for demanding, ' 


if we had thought it our Intereſt to have 
lain ſtill; For n had then in all like- 
lihood 
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tar, to have continued an open Trade 


with us to old Spain, and to have pet- 
formed the Treaties ſhe had made and 
entered into with us, for carrying. on 
a Trade to the South-Seas. | 

But further yet, it is to be hoped we mall 
never engage in a new War, before we 
have well conſidered all the Conſequen- 


ces Which will neceſſarily or probably 
happen from ſuch an Engagement-; and 


have thought how we ſhall get out of it, 
as well as how to get into it: For the 

firſt ſtep draws in all the reſt, and when 
Wwe are in, we muſt go thorough ; we may 


begin with Thouſands, but muſt go on 
with Millions, as it happen d to our great 
coſt in the late moſt neceſſary War againſt 
France. A Meſſage will produce a Quar- 


rel, but Fleets and Armies muſt end it. 


We well know, and have long ſince ſeen 
the Moderation of our Allies, when they 
can prevail upon us to eſpouſe their Quar- 
rels: For we can no ſooner engage in 
their Squabbles, but they immediately 

become 


lihood been very well contented to have 5 
left us in the quiet Poſſeſſion of Gibral. 
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become our own ; and then we muſt pay 


them for doing their own Buſineſs, or elſe 


they threaten to leave the War upon us: 


And when it is ended through « our Means, 


they always divide the Spoil mong them- 
ſelves, and endeavour to make us pay 


likewiſe for the Peace. The Pretence 
for an enſuing Rupture with the Empe- 


ror is his drawing of the Eaft-India Trade 


into the Auſtrian Netherlands thro' the 
Canal of Offend, contrary to ſolemn Trea- 
ties, as .aftirm'd : But I wou'd be glad to 
know, how ſuch an Infraction of a ſo- 


lemn Treaty, if any ſuch were ſtipulat- 
ed, can affect the whole Body of the Brz- 
11h Nation in their Intereſt? It may pro- 
bably injure our own Eaſt-India Com- 


pany in their high Prices ſot upon Goods 


at Home, and compel them to lower the 


Value thereof to the Buyer, whereby 
their Dividend wou'd probably ſink to 
five or ſix per Cent. but is the bulk of 
the Nation concern'd in their Dividend 
or Trade? what is conſum'd at Home is 
(perhaps) to the great Detriment of our 


Own manufactur d Commodities; ; and in 


what 


EY} 5 
what we re· export to Foreigners of Eaſt- 
India Goods, we may underſel all our 

Rivals in that Trade by the help of a 


Draw /· back on the Cuſtoms, if the Com- 
pany will be fatisfy'd with a moderates 


Profit. But if it ſhall happen that the 
Dutch are the greateſt Gainers by this 

Trade, as is moſt certainly true, becauſe 
they conſume but few of theſe Com- 


modities among themſelves in a luxuri- - 
ous manner, then are they the moſt con- 


cern d to have the Oſtend Company ſup- 
preſs d, and ought to be the foremoſt in 
this War: Whereas they have delay'd - 


the Buſineſs of acceding to the Hanover 


Treaty till very lately ; and Peradven- * 
ture, had not come into our Meaſures 
at all, if they could have ſecur'd their 


Frontier Garriſons without Augmenta- 


tion of their Forces. But I wou'd be 
glad to learn, what any of them have 
ever done for us, or wou'd ſuffer us to 

do for ourſelves, in return for all that 
we have done for them; or what Courte- 


ſy have they ever ſhewn us Engliſhmen, 
as Erl ſomen ? 1 hope therefore that 


2 B | We 


(10 3 
we (hall at laſt, in our Ci ad; 
only our own Intereſt, and think what 
is. beſt for our ſelves, and not ruin our 
ſelves yet further, and let others have 
the whole Advantage,, I will ſay no- 
thing of France. as yet, tho they have 
as great a concern as us to put an end to 
this Ofend Company; but conſider them 
as Allies hereafter: For our juſt Com- 
plaints are againſt the Dutch, if we may 
be allow'd to complain of our own 
Weakneſs ; that they have placed us in 
the Front. of the Battle to fight their : 
Cauſe for them, and have kept them 
ſelves as a Body of reſerve in caſe of the 
utmoſt Danger to their Trade. But if 
we had no occaſion given us for theſe 
Complaints, we have another and a ſnor- 
ter Anſwer to give our good. Allies, 
namely, that by helping them ſo long, 
we are render'd incapable of helping 
them any longer; and that all Treaties 
muſt ceaſe and become void, when it is 
| ee to perform them without ut- 
ter ruin to one of the Parties, and de- 
ſtroying all ends for Which theſe Trea- 
ties were made. — 


8 ) 43 

- Iadecd, it muſt hed now fede's;; "this. © * 

the Emperor, after ſo many great Ser- 

vices done him by us, has acted a very 

unworthy Part, in granting his Charter 1 

to the Ofend Company: But ſhall we eg: 25( —,, 

ter into a War to puniſh the Ingrati- 

| tude of Princes? Before we make ſuch 

a Step, let us take a ſhort Proſpect of 

the Journey we are to go, and of what 

vill be the reſult of ſuch an Underta- 
king. All Naval Armaments muſt be 

made at our Charge, and employed at a 
great diſtance from Home, to the ruin 

| of our Ships and our Seamen; and the 

Obſtruction of out Commerce: Armies 

muſt be ſent Abroad, or Money in the 
name of Subſidies found out to pay thoſe 


Which are there already: More Armies 1 
muſt be kept at Home to oppoſe Iny. 
fions, and to keep the People quiet: = 
Great Land-Taxes muſt be raiſed, our Mi 
publick Funds be every Year increasd, — 


1 


the People frighten'd with the perpetu- | 
al Alarms of the Pretender, which will 
fink the Price of the old Stocks, and 
. conſequently ſet an Aan Þ Price up- 
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on the raiſi ing of new ones: We mall 
loſe a beneficial Trade to Hain and the 
Mediterranean; and probably Portugal 3 
will take that Opportunity to execute 
: what they, lately. attempted, being no w- 
an cloſe Alliance with Spain. The Cza- 
rina too may think it a favourable one 
to acknowledge ſome paſt Obligations; 


and other Nations may judge it a pro- 


per Time to bite the Stone that was 
- thrown at them, and then we ſhall have 
little or no Trade at all, and all our 


Commodities and Manufactures will lie 


upon our Hands, and the People muſt g ö 
be ſtarved, or ſubſiſt by ways which no 


honeſt Man can wiſh, and all An ought. "4 


to dread. 


But we are not fully aſſur d of Fury 
French King's Alliance, in caſe weſhou' d 


think fit to begin a War with the Em- 
peror, or the King of Spain, not with 


ſtanding the Engagement of his Friend- 
ſhip to us by the Treaty of Hanover: 


For we are informed, that that Court 
haas lately declar d to the Emperor's Ml. 
niſter, that the French King docs only 


— 


„ ) 
think himſelf oblig d by that Treaty to 


furniſh his Quote thus ſtipulated, if the 
| King of Great Britain ſhall begin the 


Attack, and not the Emperor or King 
of Spain 3 ſo that the whole burden of 
the War will in a great Meaſure reſt 


upon us, if we ſhou'd gn our fide make 


ſuch a Rupture. - Therefore, if France 
ſhou'd think it her Intereſt to lie ſtill in 
all other Reſpects, than what has becn 


ſtipulated between the two Nations of 
Great Britain and France; ſhe, who is 
next Neighbour to the Emperor, and is 


vaſtly more concern'd in the Event of 


the Eaſt. India Trade to the Auſtrian Ne- 

therlands than we are; I ſay, what have 
we to do with the Oſtend- Company, | 
whether it ſinks or ſubſiſts? We have an 


Eaſt. India Company of our own, if that 
be a valuable Branch of Commerce to. 

us, Which may at any Time underſel _ 
them, or the Dutch; by the great quan- 

tity of Goods brought Home in our own 
Bottoms: But if our Company ſhall expect 
ſuch unreaſonable Gains by their Trade, 


as? to ee up the Price of their Goods 


to 


8 
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to an exorbitant height, we have then 


more Shops than one to apply to; which 


ought to be the caſe of all free Traders. 
But what if France ſhould entirely drop 
us in a War upon our Hands, and engage 
in a different Side, as it may be the caſe 
of two rival Nations contending in Trade 
and Riches; we may then probably have 
her too for our Enemy, which may be 
more than an equal Match for us and 


the Dutch, if they ſhall think fit to join 


with us in the War againſt the Emperor 
fort ſuppreſſing the Oſtend. Company. In-. 
deed, there have been ſome Bickerings ' 
of late between the two Courts of France 
and Spain, the Emperor's new Ally, a- 
bout the return of the Infanta to Spain, 
vhich may poſlibly incenſe the King of 
Spain to ſeek Revenge for ſuch an high 
Affront put upon the Honour of his Na- 
tion: But what ſhall we get by embroil- 
ing our ſelves in the Quarrels of other 
Nations? Will ſuch feats of Knight-Er- 
rantry be of any. Glory or Advantage ro 
us? We may, tis true, acquire the Cha- 
' raſter of pious 9 in treating 

| thaſe 


N $ 

thoſe kindly, who have not long ſiace 
deſpitefully uſed us; but we ſhall pay 
dearly for this Chriſtian Temper. FEY 

I do not apprehend, that we have 
any thing to fear from the King of ain, 
if we do not give him Provocation: For 
a Secretary of State but a few Years ago 


aſſur' d the then Lord Mayor, in a Letter 
ſince printed, that no foreign Potentate 
Aid abet, or give any countenance to 


the laſt intended Inſurrection; and if he 
wou d not aſſiſt a Conſpiracy then actual · 


ly, and as we have been told, very deep- 
ly laid, there can be no Reaſon to be- 


lieve, that he will form a new one a- 
gainſt a State that intends him no Harm, 
and can do him a great deal of Good. 
And ſurely it is not our Intereſt at this 


time of Day to provoke him to do it 


in his own Defence. He may draw his 


Forces into Andaluſia to defend his 


own Dominions againſt Foreign Inva- 
ſions dreaded, if we ſend great Flects, 
and Land-Forces aboard them, into the 
Mediterranean; for he can have no Pre- 
tenſions unto  Gitraltar, or to beſiege 
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the ſame, he having parted with i it to us , 
by a ſolemn Treaty : 


And, I hope, "Wh 
will be made High- Treaſon in any Mi- 


niſter of State to give Advice about quit- 


ting it either to the King of Spain, or 


any other Power, even though it ſnoui d 


Britain by Act of Parliament; ; for ta- 
ken from us it cannot be, unleſs we are 


not be annex d to the Crown of Great 6 


conſenting thereunto, which is abſurds 
for any one to imagine. For if it of... 


the Spaniard ſeven or eight Months 
Siege, and more than the 100 of 15000 
Men, as we are informd it did in a 


late War, without the leaſt Succeſs, what 
Probability is there, that the Spaniard. . 


ſhou'd be ſo mad as to make the like 
Attack again, when it has been ſince ſo 
well fortify'd by Land, as to render the 
ſame impregnable in caſe of a new War 


with Spazn, eſpecially ſince we have the 
ſuperiority of the Sea by our great Fleet? 

But if ſuch a War was ever ſo neceſ. 
fary, how ſhall it be ſupported? We ſind 


by woful Experience, that two Shillings . 


in the Pound, together with the Malt-⸗ 


2 Tax 
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Tat have not maintain d the Current 
yearly Expence of the Government, .but 
we have ſtill run in Debt. The Money 
given for the Civil Liſt has not defrayd 


that charge, but new and large Sums 
have been given to pay off the Arrears, 


which it is ſaid are not yet paid off. 


New Salarics and new Penſions have heen 


found neceſſary to ſatisfy the Clamours 
of thoſe who will never be ſatisfy d; 
and the greater Occaſions the Courtiers 


have, and the greater Neceſſities they arc 


in, more will de found neceſſary ſtill: 


For it is no new Thing for artful Men My 


to engage their Superiors in Difficulties, 


and then to be largely paid for helping 
them out of them again. War has here- 
tofore been the Harveſt of the wicked 


Miniſtry, wherein they have involved 
their Sovereign with a deſign of grow- 


ing rich, thereby themſelves: But this 


cannot be laid to the Charge of the pre- 
ſent Men in Power, ſince it is well 
known, that they are againſt a.new War, 
if it may. be prevented; and they arc 
ready become ſo rich by the favours of 
C . 
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a bountiful Maſter, that they do not land 
in need of the mean Arts of every hun- 
gty Courtier. They conſult more the 
Good of their Country, than the Intereſt 
of themſelves; and had rather ſacrifice 
their caſe and quiet to new Troubles than 
| ſuffer their Prince to be inſulted by any 
Potentate whatſoever: They know very 
well, that the Cuſtoms and Exciſe are 
already anticipated and mortgag d be- 
yond Redemption: The Salt, Leather, 
Windows, and almoſt every thing elſe 
that can can be tax d, is already bur- 
then'd with heavy Duties, and ſome of 
them ſo high as to leſſen the Produce, 
and are appropriated to pay. off Debts 
due to private Men: And therefore, it 
cannot be imagin'd, that theſe Men ſhoud 


be fond of a new War. For, - 
What new Sources can they find out 


to maintain a foreign War, and.a much 

larger Expence in our. own. Country 5 

which will be neceſſary to defend us a- 

gainſt Enemies Abroad whom we ſhall 

provoke, and againſt diſcontented Peo- 

pie at Home, who, it is to be feared, | 
| may 
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may. ſay that they re and 


ſtarvd? one Additional Shilling in the ; 
- Pound upon Land ff the Parliament 
can be perſuaded to grant it, and the 


People be eaſy in paying it, will be but 


as 2 drop of Water thrown into the 
Ocean, whatever may be pretended at 
firſt; and then for all the Remainder 
we muſt run further in Debt, if we can 
get any one to truſt us; 4 and, where | 
ſhall we raiſe new Funds? Here I doubt 8 
our Publicans and Inventors of new 


Grievances will be at their Wits end. It 


is certain the greater the Difficulty is in 
raiſing, the greater muſt be the Price ffor 
raiſing them, and the preſent Stocks will 
be leſs valuable in Proportion, as new 


Demands make them more neceſſary. 
I know of none that will be Gainers 
hereby, beſides ſome rich overgrown Ci- 
tizens,thathaye already devour'd the Land- 


ed Intereſt, and ſwallow'd down almoſt 


all the little Fry of Stock-jobbers. They 


have had the Item given them to ſell 


out their Stocks at high Prices, and to 
lie ready with their Money to lend- it 
C'3 *--77* 
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by the Burthens of the two. laſt great 
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to the Government at high Intereſt upon 
ſuch an Emergency. And can it be to 


the Safety of any Feople, that is a a 
and trading Nation, to have the Whole 
Wealth of the Kingdom brought into 
ſo few Hands? I hope the Wiſdom of 


this. Parliament is ſuch, that we ſhall ſee 


the Projects of theſe. Muck worms bab 
fled and diſappointed. Beſides, all our 
ancient Gentry ; are grown miſerably poor 


Wars; and. are in no Condition to bear 
one Shilling in the Pound more upon 
their Land without an abſolute eren. 

But ſuppoſe, to the infinite Diſſatis- 


faction of the People, and to the utter 


Ruin and Deſtruction of Trade, the little 


which is not already taxed, cou'd be 


taxed and turn d into Funds to create new 
Markets for Stock-jobbers, and enough 
cou'd be rais'd to maintain a War. for 
two or three Vears; what ſhall we da 


next! It is a certain Truth, that the Dif. 
ficulty of obtaining a Peace will groß 


in exact Proportion, as we become leſs 
_ to. carry on the War. z and what 
$5: 6d 3 Aſſiſt⸗ 


\ = 2445 ** 
Aſſiſtance do you think ſhall - we! . 
from our good Allies to procure a Peace 
Without doubt we ſhall pay the Piper a 
laſt, as we have hitherto done, and they 


will parcel out the contended Advantages 
among themſelves, and attempt to mae 


us deliver up Gibraltar and Port. Mabon 5 
to bind the Bargain; and to pay beſides 
a large Sum of Money for the Ships we 


ſhall. have deſtroy d, and for the other 
Miſchiefs we have done, and need not 
do. I hope it will never be our lot to 
aſſiſt ſome of our Neighbours at 4 vaſt 
Expence, and then reward them at a fur · 
ther Expence for accepting our Aſſiſt. 
ance; and to beat other of our Neigh- 
bours to our on loſs. as well as theirs, 
and to pay them afterwards for having 5 
beat them. What word the World 
think of us in this cafe, but that as 
Frace had lately got the Plague among 


them, Great Britain has now got the: 


Frenzy, and that we were weakening our 
 felves as faſt with our own' Hands, as 
the divine Hand had weaken'd that un- 
happy Pcople? Which God grant may 

never come to -_ 8 But | 


* 


TOPICS 
mug 


— S 
V 


4 — e — £0 — „ ** — 
— 4 m_ * doi I 3 —— 4 
r 2:4 — cs * : n —_— 
4 n 


— —4 . — 


3 or 
— 22 


2 
e 


ND „Nr 


— 
* a K 
IS 22 rs 


p * 4 ——— 
E. rr 8 


W rr . 
. 7 or ina. 
88 


a — — 
works, ; 
— 


Sac 


en 
2 


2 * 3 
comm, ——— r 
— | ap — es 


a9 
4 


res re 4. AS . a> = 
r 
n Pages — 2 * 
m4 
DF us, 


& 4. 
Sow 
1 
— 


= 3 — 5 We ” P___ * —& - 2 
1 od SCARE A ⁵—— ² oe, 


24 oa 


— 
„ 
— 
1 


"F<. $4 
Oe 2 ths 1s 


? AI» <4 Sm . 
— —— — — 
* 5 i a” eaten 
=> 
_— * 
3 


rer 
r 


— I 


2 * 
— 2 5 
x 


307 
{ 

1. 
{tT 
$3] 
: 


mY * 
n 2 * 
n r. 4A — PRI St m_—_— 

pats dvr > 4s — — 0 2 
pd — * — > 4 
J +. 23 * 3 WP. 
= © SEC BER AE LA Ge He 
— — — 4 P po . 


6 uy w LIES 

— * 4 
* 2 
— . 


td EIS — 
. 4 r 
— + OORLIIE Em 


— 
2-7 PRO 
_—_—Y 8 4 

— a 2 * = 


— 5 9 * va by 
K My 


— * —— ph — 5 
r 25 rr 
* 


m. 


— 


6 22 4 „ 

But if after all we ſhou d not be able to 
procure a Peace, or ſhall think fit not td 
fubmit to the honourable Conditions, 
which our honeſt faithful Allies or Con- 


federates ſhall judge good cnough for He- 5 
reticks, what ſhall we do then? They will 


have no Motives to ſerve us when they 


have done their own Buſi neſs, or rather 
v hen we have done it for them; and they 
have ſufficiently ſhewi already what Incli- 


nation they have to ſerve us; and if ever 


they have done it, they hve: been well - 
paid for their Pains: what Condition | 
mall we then be in to oppoſe one or more 
powerful Neighbours, and perhaps vic- 
torious ones too, when we are enervated 1 


and exhauſted of all our Strength, when 
our People are diſcontented at Home, 
and we have no regular Means to main- 
tain large Fleets and Armies, who muſt be . 


forced to maintain themſelves if we can- | 


not maintain them? Theſe Miſchiefs (and 
terrible ones they are) may be caſily fore 


ſeen, and ought to be prevented by a wiſe 


Parliament, if we wou d prevent abſolute 
. concluſive Rainy What do you 
| e think 


« 23 ) ; 

think muſt become of the Funds in EEY 
a Circumſtance of Affairs! If we lie Rill; | 
they are loſt of Courſe, and if we apply. 
them to our -neceflary Defence, thouſands 
and ten- thouſands of innocent. Perſons. 
muſt be entirely undone and become deſ- 
perate, and infinitely inflame the popular 
Diſcontents; and ſtill make more Taxes, 
and more Oppreſſions neceſſary: And 


yet who will be found ſo hard-hearted as 
not to ſacrifice the Intereſts of Thouſands 


to the Safety of Millions, when no other 
Reſource is left > Theſe are Things that 
ought to awaken a Britiſh Parliament. 
Ad; ehin 

Therefore; Sir, lean of 1 fir Step 
| you take, and know the whole Journey 
vou are to go, before you move one Foot; 
when you are up to the Earsi in. Mire and 
Dirt, it will then be too late to look back 
and repent. At firſt we may be told by 
our Confederates and their Creatures, ; 
peradventure, that we need only bounce a 
little and małe a Shew of Force, and every 

E Thing will happen to our Mind, but a burnt 
Child will dread the Fire : when we are 
| en- 


* 


©; (24). DW: 
| engaged i. in 4 * we cannot well re · 
treat; one Step will draw on another, 
it will not depend upon ourlelves whe⸗ | 
ther we ſhall go on or not; the Game will 
be then in other Hands, who will play 
it to their own Advantage, without ſhew: 
ing the leaſt Regard to ours; and what we 
begin in Wantonneſs, wilt probably end 
in our Confuſion. What then muſt we 
think of any Men amongſt us, ' who wou'd | 
draw all theſe Miſchiefs, theſe inevitable 
Miſchiefs upon their Countey They muſt 
certainly be egregiouſſy fooliſh, or elſe 
. we muſt conclude them to be conſum- | 
_ mately wicked. Lhope and believe there : 
are no ſuch Perſons ; but if there are, 
without Doubt they have taken their Mea. 
ſures before this Time, and have though 
how ro ſave themſelves, whatever becomes iy 
of their Country, but in that to they may 
happen to be miſtaken. In the Reign 
of King Charles the ſecond, e had a Set 
of Men among us, who adviſed that in- 
dolent Prince to declare War againſt tie 
Dutch in Conjunction with his good 
Friend the French King; but the Parlia- 
| * "mnene 
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ment then in being made a brave and res 
ſolute Stand in the next Seſſion, and 
would give no mote Money till ſuch 


Time as the King Thou'd make an End of 


the War, which he had Id weakly and im- 


politickly eftted into; ind if that Prince 
Himſelf Had hot'skreeti's his evil Coun - 
fellors from tlie Julticeand Vengeance of 


his faithful Commons by his frequent dif- 
ſolving of Parliaments, and at laſt by 
wholly laying them aſide; the Authors of 
that deſtructive Advice had ſorely fl iy 


Wrath of an offended People. 


But God be thanked, we have a Prince 


now on the Throne of great Wiſdom and 


Goodneſs, tender of the Liberties and- 


Propetties of his Subjects at Home, and 
rererenced abroad for his Juſtice and 
 Magnanimity to foreign States. He has 


a Miniſtry no leſs vigilant and careful 
of the publick Intereſt, thati they ate of 


their own, and thetefore, we can fear no 
Dangers of this Kind from them: But 
yet notwickſtanding, it is not good Poli- 


cy to be too ſecute, or to tely too much 
on the TY of wo Set of Men, ſince 
D 1 * 


\ 


— 8 a — Frum 
2 e — Ä 1 _ 


0 1 
5 2 2 ——— 5 — ä 
— — ws 
* _» 3 N * 8 wat — "IN 
; - — toc, » = ; a ug; 
A * E. A 2 2 — we . — 
3 l * — 7 S a er 5 2 5 — a 4 
N 93 + 9 r 1 e 
* * 1 N 
— — %" 
n Ow 


| 


DL 


. Then —— re 
— — 4 — 8 — 
FFC EE en OY, 
— ” 2” 


= N 


they may be oor d +. PII all the 1 


Good they deſign us; and, therefore, the | 
Advice of Parliament has been always 
thought necefſary among good Princes, 
before they engage in any War. It has 
been ſaid among ſome People, with how ; 


much Truth I' will not take upon me to 
aver, that theſe Menaces of a War might 


have been prevented, if ſome Men had 
been as truly watchful of the Meaſures 


concerted and taken between the Em- 


peror and King of Spain at Cambray, as 


they ought to have been: But if this be 5 


true, ſurely ſome Enquiry ought to be | 
made into the Management of that Trea- ; 


ty before we begin a War, that we may 
reQify the Miſtakes then committed with- 


out any Effuſion of Blood, if ſuch Errors 


are not above Correction and Amend - 


„„ 
But we are told, that we can by our 
Fleets and Armies compel the Emperor 
and King of Spain both to hear Reaſon, 
if they have outwitted us at this Congreſs; 
that the Emperor i is poor and indigent in : 


his Finances ; and that the King of Spain | 


wants 


4-5-2 
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wants both Men and Money to carry on 
or begin a War. But is this a juſt and 
ſufficient Reaſpn for one Prince to fall 
upon another, though it be often true in 
Fact? Princes have heretofore ſent raw 
and unskilful Men on their Errands, and 


have afterwards been contented to abide 


by the conſequences of their Negotiations, 
if they have been circumvented in the Bu- 
ſineſs they were employ d in; for it is, or 
(at leaſt) ought to be with publick States, 
as with private Men, for the Good and 
Peace of Mankind, that if they are over- 
reached or foreſeen in their Politicks, 
they ought to acquieſce and eme leſt a 
worſe Thing comes of it. For War is 
like a long and expenſive Law - ſuit, which 


whoever gets the better in, muſt at laſt 


be ſatisfy'd to ſit down a great Loſer by 


it, thro' the immenſe Charge he has been 
at in ſubduing the adverſe Party. 


If it has been thought a neceſſary 


| point of Wiſdom to the publick Safety 


to keep eight or ten Camps in a Readi: 
neſs for Action in Times of full Peace, 


and when there was no outward Ap- 
| pe 


* a 


| © 23 Wee | | 
pearance of publick Diſturbances i in che 
Kingdom, and when there was no fo- 
reign Power to promote or abet any 
ſuch: How many Camps will be judg- 
ed neceſſary when we have Enemies A- 
broad to aſſault us, combining and in- 
triguing with our own Native Traitors 
at Home; eſpecially if the People ſhoud 
be ſtill made more uncaſy by laying he- 
vier Burthens upon them than they are 
able to bear or ſtand under? For my 
own Part, I can ſee no ſteady Source 
or continuing Cauſe for the preſent Diſ- 
affection to the Gbvernment, ſo much 
complain'd of, but the great and heavy 
Variety of publick Taxes, of which our 
Anceſtors knew nothing, and which it 
is now a ſort of Science to know in 
| theſe Times; and I doubt that Diſaffecti- 
on will not be cur'd or remoy'd wy ad- 
ding to the Number. 
If a War be abſolutely naceſſcy for 5 
our own Safety, or for the Preſervati- 
on of our Allies, is there a Man of Ho- 
nour or Honeſty that will not give his 
Suffrage to enter into it forthwith? 
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We may be divided in other Matters, 
but ſure we ſhall be united in this Point, 
and not ſuffer our Trade or our Domini 
ons to be given up to foreign Powers. 


1 may go yet further and ſay, that he / f ' 


docs not deſerve the Name of an Eng- 
liſbman who is not deſirous to i 985 
remoter Fears, and who is not willing 
to ſpill his laſt drop of Blood, rather 
than ſee the King of Spain inſult us in 


our Commerce. Popular Aſſemblies are 


generally moſt captivated with thoſe 


Councils that have the Appearance of 


being generous and martial, ſuch Aſſem- 
blies eſpecially as repreſent a Warlike 


People; and I do not remember above 


one Inſtance in all our Records of Hiſtory, 


where the Parliament declin d engaging 


in a War when it was thought neceſſary, 
which was in the Time of Henry the 
Third, who had the Misfortune to have 
a conſtant Succeſſion of ill Miniſters 


during his whole Reign: And it was 


out of hatred to this fort of Men, that 
the Barons and great Men of that Time 


refus'd to join in the Expedition Henry 


made 
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1y be brought to load the Kingdom with 
A any 


„ (30) . 
made againſt France. If any among us 
ſeem at preſent willing to embrace peace. 
ful Councils, and to decline entring up-. 
on immediate Action, tis not that they 
dead the adverſe Strength, or that the 7 
have any Affection for the Spaniſh* In- 


tereſt, or Reſpect for the Emperor s Friend- 


ſhip, who has treated us with great Con- 
tempt after ſo many paſt Services done 
him: But if any appear leſs forward 
than the reſt to engage in a new War, 
tis upon Conſiderations of another kind 
which as I have already obſerved to you, 
Shew us that a 
War is neceſſary, and who will not ſound | 


I will not here repeat. 


the Trumpet unto Battle? But 


They who have any W or 4 
Compaſſion for their Fellow- Subjects will 
never be able to behold the Calamities 


which a new War muſt bring upon their 


Country, plunged already into ſuch im- 
menſe Debts, if a War be not entirely 
Their Ears can never en- 
dure the Cries of the Poor for want of 


Neceſſary: 


Trade and Work: They will not call. 
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any more remote Funds, for thi Profit 1 


of Foreigners and our Ruin: They wil! 
tremble to ask for, and be aſhamed to | 


conſent to Sums which others may think _ 
abſolutcly needful · for themſelves, and 1 ne 
to enrich their Friends. And therefore, e 


Sir, you can never behave your ſelf with e 


more true Duty to his Majeſty, give better 
Advice and Aſſiſtance to his Miniſtry, or 
acquit your ſelf with more Fidelity to your 


Country, than by oppoſing, in the moſt 


vigorous ev ſuch PIES: as chrea. 


the mol Reſcansept againſt any 1 


deſigning Perſons, who wou d wickedly 5 _— 
and traiterouſly ſacrifice a great, free, 47 


and trading Kingdom to their mad _ 


Whimſics of living! by the _—_ of it. 
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